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passing  of  another  your.      It  we  look  bach 

Hi,       ,     »         ...  i/vfi.u,,     //iov    things    ahull 

hut,-  made  us  the  happiest  have  always  been  in 
kttping    With    the    ,  ,'tuniiim/itii  nts    of    our    l.ternal 

Fathei  m  Heaven.     <)ur  greatest  joy  is  felt  when 

ur    iin     -tri:  ing    to    l>:  >     th,     beautiful    principles    OJ 

th,    Mister's  teachings.     The  satisfaction  of  self- 

nc  hif,  em<  tit    I*    strongest    uhen    we    have    foil 
the    simple    mlis    of  a   Christum    life. 

Sometinu  ^     out     progress     is     slow    and    om 

mistakes  are  numerous  because  of  little  idiosyn- 
crasies  and  habits  that  characterise  us  as  indi- 
viduals M  a  world  Of  hoth  good  and  evil  in- 
fluences. Still  each  of  us  must  consciously  strive 
to  eliminate  thise  undesirable  characteristics.  Not 
fUSt  on  Net  Year's  Day  uhen  tie  endeai'our  to 
make  n,  ;,  ri  solutions  foi  bitter  Hiring  but  on 
each  day  Of  the  vein.  Each  day  in  itself  ^in- 
takes of  the  nature  of  a  new  year  when  we  arise 
with  the  determination  to  make  it  a  little  better 
than  the  day  before. 

I  we  but  the  old  year  goodbye  we  must 
close  our  eyes  to  the  mistakes  and  the  sorrows 
of  yesterday.  All  men  have  made  mistakes 
but  only  a  few  have  taken  advantage  of 
experience  by  realising  that  progress  comes  <>nl  y 
in  Overcoming  the  obstacles  of  mortality. 

As    we    look    into    the    new    year    with    renewed 

determination  we  must  ever  strive  to  better  our 
ind  make  happier  the  lives  of  those  around 
We    must   become  better  sons  and  daughters 

of  our  Heavenly  Father 


It    is    a    Si  it      Yeai  a    m  I     i  hnu  ■  I 

us,    Hi,    precious    hours    to   the   great 

J.G.B. 

Each    new    years    bungs    an    addition    to    the 

stores  of  recorded  human  knowledge.  Ynir  by 
year  men  of  genius  in  all  lines  of  research  add 
thru  share  to  that  of  history  and  the  scope  of 
all  men's  understanding  it  broadened.  Some  of 
these  men  are  sponsored  by  governments,  some 
by  private  enterprises,  some  by  their  oun  ./'• 
for  truth  and  accomplishment.  Our  constant 
seeking  for  knotvledge  is  the  very  soul  and  spirit 
of  our  civilisation. 

this   ever   increasing   knowledge,    which    reveals 

all  things  under  heaven  in  concrete  facts,  does 
not  in  any  way  frighten  the  man  who  calls  him- 
self a   (  hr:stian.      1 he   man    who   knows    thai 

also  knows  that  the  wealth  of  all  science  is 
but  complimentary  to  the  knowledge  which  he 
has  gained  m  simple  faith.  He  knows  that  tli>sr 
two  will  someday  be  joined  m  a  perfect  under- 
standing. 

While    this    enlightenment    of    the    world    c 
to    fulfill     the    hopes    and     understanding    of     the 
true  men  of  God.  it  also  reveals  m  painful  clarity 
the   dead   and   empty    worthlessness    of    me>- 
made  ceremony.     The  great  thinkers  of  the  world 
are   finding  for   themselves    that    God   is    a    living 
reality;  they  are  seeking  for  a  per: 
something  more  than  dead  traditions. 
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CONVENTION  TIME  IN  CAPE  TOWN 


Climaxing  a  year  of  faithful  work  the 
Mission  Presidency  and  missionaries  of  the 
South  African  Mission  met  in  Cape  Town 
from  December  17  through  December  26. 
President  Evan  P.  Wright  opened  the 
annual  convention  by  congratulating  the 
fifty-four  elders  on  their  fine  work  in  1949. 
He  further  expressed  his  appreciation  for 
the  many  choice  blessings  of  the  Lord  and 
acknowledged  His  hand  in  all  the  achieve- 
ments of  the  year. 

At  a  formal  greeting  and  registration 
meeting  each  missionary  was  issued  a  dele- 
gate's ribbon  denoting  his  name  and  dis- 
trict of  labour.  Elder  J.  Errol  Niven,  Joyce 
Yarn,  and  little  Jerry  Wright  formed  the 
Welcome  Committee  and  were  responsible 
for  the  unusual  identification  badges.  Dur- 
ing his  registration  each  elder  was  directed 
to  the  home  of  a  member  or  friend  of  the 
Church  who  had  agreed  to  provide  for  his 
lodging  during  the  ten  day  convention. 
Elder  Charles  Wilkes  was  responsible  for 
the  pre-arranged  housing  accommodation. 
Many  thanks  to  him  and  the  many  mem- 
bers and  friends  whose  hospitality  made  it 
possible  for  the  elders  to  meet  in  bonds 
of  love  and  fellowship. 

Throughout  the  week  classes  were  held 
to  discuss  the  many  phases  of  missionary 
work  in  South  Africa.  A  great  deal  of 
enthusiasm  was  manifest  among  the  group 
as  Mission  policy  was  outlined  and 
proselyting  problems  were  discussed.  One 
of  the  outstanding  classes  was  led  by  Elder 
John  A.  Taylor  on  "Methods  of  Proselyt- 
ing." 

Four  inspirational  conference  meetings 
were  held  on  Sunday  with  members  and 
investigators.  The  service  at  Rhodes 
Memorial  amphitheatre  was  extremely  im- 
pressive and  the  outstanding  meeting  of 
the  day.  Elder  Robert  C.  Taylor  and  Elder 
Dale  G.  Johnston,  the  speakers  on  this 
memorable  occasion,  stirred  the  hearts  of 
all  those  in  attendance. 

Monday  night  the  elders  from  the  six 
districts  entertained  a  large  audience  with 
a  Variety  Show.  President  Wright  declared 
the  skit  of  the  Bloemfontein  Elders  as  his 
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favourite,  with  honourable  mention  going 
to  East  London  and  the  Transvaal.  Indi- 
vidual honours  went  to  Elders  T.  Max 
Evans  and  George  W.  Quick  who  stole  the 
show  with  their  rough  and  tumble  ballet. 

In  true  Mormon  fashion  a  picnic  was 
held  at  a  nearby  seaside  resort.  Not  to  be 
outdone,  President  Wright  waited  in  line 
with  the  others  to  get  his  ration  of  hot- 
dogs,  lemonade,  salad,  and  other  goodies 
prepared  by  "Mom"  Wright.  Unfortunately 
his  wait  was  lengthened  considerably  by 
the  many  elders  who  had  mastered  the 
technique  of  breaking  chow  lines  during 
their  period  of  service  in  the  Armed 
Forces. 

Later  the  same  evening  in  the  recreation 
hall  at  Cumorah  volleyball  was  formally 
introduced  to  the  South  African  public. 
The  Cape-Elders  easily  bettered  the  Trans- 
vaal Elders  with  California's  Elder  Robert 
Jex  pacing  the  way.  Not  to  be  outdone  the 
Transvaal  group  took  both  games  of  a 
double  header  basketball  exhibition.  Elder 
Thomas  E.  Robinson  and  Donald  E. 
Toomey  were  high  point  men  for  the 
Transvaal,  with  Elders  Charles  W.  Wilkes 
and  Verl  O'Brien  leading  for  the  Cape. 

Friday,  December  23,  was  the  high-light 
of  the  convention  when  all  the  mission- 
aries gathered  together  for  an  eleven-hour 
testimonial  meeting.  In  the  beautiful 
spirit  of  brotherly  love,,  tears  of  joy  and 
happiness  were  in  the  eyes  and  hearts  of 
the  group  as  each  elder  stood  upon  his  feet 
and  declared  his  testimony  to  the  divinity 
of  the  Prophet  Joseph.  With  thanksgiving 
and  gratitude  the  theme  of  the  testimonial 
meeting  pattered  itself  into  that  of  love 
and  honour  for  the  beloved  parents  sacri- 
ficing back  home. 

At  the  banquet  on  Christmas  Eve, 
Father  Christmas,  with  the  help  of  Elder 
La  Var  Rockwood  brought  presents  for  all. 
Elder  A.  Mickey  Duncan  was  the  colour- 
ful toastmaster  and  he  called  upon  Elders 
George  Dalton,  Alden  Romney.  Peter 
Russell,  A.  Sterling  Workman,  and  E. 
Mauray  Payne  to  entertain  after  "Mom" 
(Continued  on  page  16.) 
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.Jean  D.  Wright 
Mission  Mother. 


Evan  P.  Wright 
Mission  President. 


President  Cherritt 


President  and  Sister  Yarn. 
Joyce,  and  Richard. 
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Elder  Dalton 
Mission  Secretary. 


Elder   Barton 
Mission   Historian 


Elder  Robinson 

Mission    Supervisor 

of  Auxiliaries 


Elder  Higham 

District    President 

Port  Elizabeth. 


Elder  Duncan 

District    President 

Bloemfontein. 


Elder  Hyer 

District    President 

Cape. 


Elder   Olson 

District    President 

Transvaal. 


Elder   Niven 

District    President 

East  London. 


Elder  Curtis 

District    President 

Natal. 


•  UAH'S  SOUTHERN 


Sister  Matthews 
Mission  Oflu  » • 


Elder  R.  Gardner 
Mission  Office. 


.f 


-   Ninow 
Mission  Office. 
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Elder   Shirley 
Cape 


Elder  Scott 
Cape. 


Elder  Christensen 
Cape. 


Elder  Buhler 
ipe 


Elder  Romney 
Cape. 


Elder  O'Brien 
Cape. 
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Elder  Tobler 
Cape. 


Elder  Jex 
Cape. 


Elder  Bradshaw 
Cape. 


Elder  Rockwood 
Transvaal. 


Elder  Wilding 
Transvaal. 


Elder  Felt 
Transvaal. 


Elder  Evans 
Transvaal. 


Elder  R.   Taylor 
Transvaal. 


Elder  Workman 
Transvaal. 
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Elder    Parker 

Transvaal 


Elder  Quick 
Transvaal. 


Elder  B.  J.  Smith 
Transvaal 


Elder  K 
Trans' 


Elder  J.  Taylor 
Transvaal. 


Elder  N.  G.  Smith 
Trai 


Elder  Chambers 
Transvaal. 
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Elder  Nelson 
Transvaal. 


****** 


Elder  Thorn 
Transvaal. 
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Elder  Weggeland. 
Transvaal. 


Elder  Leavitt 
Transvaal. 


Elder  Wursten 
Transvaal. 


Elder  Toomey 
Transvaal. 


Elder  Lisombee 
Transvaal. 


Elder  J.  Gardner 
Transvaal. 


Elder  Payne 
Bloemfontein 


Elder    Stockton 
Bloemfontein 


Elder  Cook 
Bloemfontein 
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Elder  Goodman 
Basl  London 


4.    i 

Elder  Patrick 
East  London 


Elder  Boede 
Natal 


m> 


Elder  Russell 

Natal 


Elder  Bell 
Natal 


AtB 


Eldrr  Provost 
Natal 


Elder  Johnston 
Natal 


Elder  Warner 
Port  Elizabeth 


Elder   Wride 
Port   Elizabeth. 
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'  We've  two  more  of  them  there  Mormons 
aboard  for  you,"  shouted  the  Captain  of 
the  Frank  Lykes  as  it  docked  in  Tabic 
Bay  on  New  Year's  Day  1950. 

With  some  difficulty  the  local  elders 
managed  to  roll  the  two  new  recruits  out 
of  bed  and  down  the  gangplank  in  time  to 
speak  at  Sunday  evening  services  at 
Cumorah. 

Elder  RICHARD  HEILBUT  hails  from 
Salt  Lake  City,  Utah,  and  was  a  student  at 
the  University  of  Utah  when  he  received 
his  mission  call.  He  will  labour  in  East 
London,  Eastern  Province  District,  with 
Elder  J.  Clyde  Goodman. 

Elder  GAIL  S.  YOUNG  strengthens  the 
Missionaries  from  Provo  Club"  by  one 
member.  He  was  attending  the  Bingham 
Young  University  at  the  time  he  received 
his  call  to  serve  in  the  Mission  field.  He 
will  labour  in  Port  Elizabeth,  Eastern  Pro- 
vince District,  with  Elder  Bert  E.  Wride. 


We  wish  the  five  missionaries  who  de- 
parted from  the  Mission  in  December,  the 
greatest  of  success  in  all  their  endeavours, 
and  pray  the  Lord's  richest  blessings  to  be 
with  them  always. 

Elder  HERBERT  G.  WILCOX  was  hon- 
ourably released  from  his  missionary 
labours  on  December  9.  He  sailed  for  the 
U.S.A.,  aboard  the  "Edinburgh  Castle." 
During  his  stop  over  in  Europe  he  spent 
Christmas  Day  with  relatives  in  Holland. 
As  a  missionary  he  laboured  in  Benoni, 
Plumstead,  Bloemfontein,  and  in  Cape- 
town as  Mission  Secretary. 


Elder  Wilcox 

Our  Annual  Convention  was  interrupted 
on  December  23,  when  four  missionaries 
left  for  the  U.S.A.,  via  the  East  Coast  of 
Africa.  Honourably  released  were  Elders 
Norr,  Wilkes,  Dredge,  and  Hill. 


Elder  Norr 

Elder  MARRINER  K.  NORR  was  a 
leader  in  Genealogical  work  and  has  been 
an  instrument  in  the  hands  of  the  Lord  in 
bringing  the  Power  of  the  Priesthood  into 
the  lives  of  many.  During  his  mission 
Elder  Norr  laboured  in  Pietermaritzburg. 
Claremont,  and  in  the  Mission  Office. 
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Elder  CHARLES  W.  WILKES  Left  many 
warm  friends  behind  when  he  departed 
from  South  Africa.  As  District  President 
of  the  Cape  he  won  the  love  and  respect 
of  all  those  who  served  under  him.  He 
laboured  in  Southern  Suburbs,  Ver- 
eeniging.  Plumstead.  and  in  the  Mission 
Office  as  Supervisor  of  Auxiliaries 


M 


Elder  CAL  E.  HILL  was  B  credit  to  the 
South  African  Mission.  Many  members 
and  friends  of  the  Ramah  Branch  will  ever 
remember  his  enthusiasm  in  the  work  and 
the  love  he  manifested  toward  them  dur- 
ing his  labours  in  Johannesburg.  Elder 
Hill  served  in  Kimberley.  Bloemfontein, 
Ramah.  and  Highlands  North. 


Elder  DAVID  D.  DREDGE  has  brought 
warmth  and  happiness  into  the  homes  of 
many  members  and  friends  of  the  Church. 
He  will  long  be  remembered  for  his 
ability  to  teach  the  Restored  Gospel.  Dur- 
ing his  mission  Elder  Dredge  laboured  in 
Plumstead.  Benoni.  Heathfield.  and  Port 
Elizabeth  where  he  served  as  District 
President. 


COVER 


In  the  beautiful  city  of  Idaho  Falls. 
Idaho,  is  located  one  of  the  most  notable 
and  impressive  church  edifices  in  the 
United  States.  It  is  the  recently  completed 
Temple  of  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of 
Latter-day  Saints,  which  was  dedicated  on 
September  23,  1945,  by  Presided  l 
Albert  Smith. 

Surrounded  by  broad  and  spa 
grounds  with  the  dear,  placid  waters  of 
the  Snake  River  flowing  by  it  on  the 
it  is  a  most  monumental  structure  of  shin- 
ing warm  white.  Its  architecture  is  dis- 
tinctly modern  and  of  the  20th  Century. 
Set  in  its  wide,  green  valley,  with  distant 
mountains  fringing  the  horizons,  the 
Temple  is  visible  for  many  miles  and  its 
ring,  tapering  mass,  pointing  skyward. 
seems  to  tell  of  eternal  values,  to  sym- 
bolize the  aspiration  and  strength  of  the 
human  spirit,  rising  above  material  things. 
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CAPE   DISTRICT 


Mowbray  Branch 

Cumorah,  Christmas,  and  Convention — 
these  were,  of  course,  the  "high  C's"  of  the 
month,  which  indeed  has  been  a  month  of 
unusual  activity. 

The  first  Sunday  evening  in  the  month 
was  under  the  direction  of  the  Young 
Men's  M.I. A.  Brother  Bernie  Rayner 
spoke  on  the  "Object  of  M.I.A."  Elder 
Johnson's  subject  was  "Brigham  Young, 
the  Prophet";  and  Sister  Madge  West  con- 
trasted this  with  "Brigham  Young  the 
Coloniser."  Brother  Richard  Yarn  played 
a  trumpet-solo  and  the  choir  rendered  the 
anthem,  "Holy  Art  Thou"  during  the  ser- 
vice. It  is  fine  to  see  our  young  people  con- 
ducting a  service  in  this  way. 

The  last  "Fireside  Chat"  of  the  year  was 
held  on  December  4  at  the  home  of 
Brother  and  Sister  Higgs.  President 
Wright  was  the  speaker.  His  subject  was 
"Marriage"  and  he  certainly  held  the 
attention  of  every  person  present,  many  of 
whom  learned  much  from  the  President's 
forthright  views. 

We  wish  to  extend  our  sincere  sympathy 
to  Brother  Peter  Gilmour,  whose  sister 
passed  away  recently.  Brother  Gilmour 
went  over  to  Scotland  specially  to  bring 
his  sister  to  South  Africa  and  enjoyed 
the  family  repnion  for  but  a  few  months 
before  her  death. 

Very  hearty  congratulations  to  Brother 
Lionel  and  Sister  Sheila  Bibb  whose  sec- 
ond son  was  born  on   the   14th.        David 


Anthony    replaces   Alan     as    Sea     Point's 
youngest  member. 

Congratulations  to  Brother  Hugh  Helm, 
who  has  gained  his  degree  of  Bachelor  of 
Science,  with  distinction  in  Physics.  This 
has  won  for  him  the  University  Council's 
bursary.  Brother  Helm  is  continuing  his 
studies  at  Cape  Town  University,  where, 
we  feel  sure,  he  will  prove  himself  a  dis- 
tinguished scholar. 

Sister  Theo.  Cherritt  organised  a  very 
successful  cake  sale  at  Pinelands  on  the 
morning  of  the  10th. 

Sacrament  Service  on  the  11th  brought 
a  note  of  sadness,  for  it  was  the  occasion 
of  farewell  talks  by  President  and  Sister 
Yarn,  who  are  leaving  the  Cape  to  labour 
in  Johannesburg.  Sister  Yarn  chose  as  her 
subject  "Truth,"  while  President  Yarn's 
address  was  on  the  holiness  of  the  Sab- 
bath. Brother  Alvin  Park  expressed  the 
feelings  of  all  present  in  his  few  words  of 
appreciation. 

The  annual  Sunday  School  picnic  was 
held  on  Dingaan's  Day.  The  weather  was 
perfect.  Some  of  the  picnickers  have  been 
suffering  from  severe  sunburn  ever  since, 
but  they  declare  that  "it  was  worth  it." 

The  children  of  Epping  Garden  Sunday 
School  enjoyed  a  Christmas  party  given  for 
them  at  the  home  of  Brother  and  Sister 
Halse  on  the  17th.  Christmas  carols  were 
sung  by  the  children  and  games  were  par- 
ticipated in  by  everyone.  Refreshments 
were  the  serious  business  of  the  evening.  A 
crowd  of  very  happy,  tired  children  piled 
back  on  the  lorry  that  took  them  home. 

The  Christmas  Tree  party  was  held  on 
the  21st.  Many  children  filled  the  hall  long 
before  the  programme  was  due  to  begin. 
Elder  Niven  and  Elder  Jex  with  the  help 
of  Sister  Joyce  Yarn  entertained  the 
youngsters  with  Christmas  songs.  Many  a 
small  boy  longed  to  have  a  try  at  playing 
Elder  Toomey's  saxophone — after  his  solo. 
Three  pianists,  Elder  Felt,  Sister  Lavern 
Park,  and  Brother  Bernie  Rayner,  played 
appropriate  numbers  for  the  occasion. 
Sister  Beatrice  Smith  told  a  fairy-tale. 
Then  Santa  Claus  arrived  with  his  sack  of 
toys.     Starry-eyed  children  received  gifts 
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and  were  given  packets  of  candy  and   Ice 
cream      Sister    Barbara    Jean    Wright    and 

Brother   Jcny"  were  unable  t<>  attend  the 
party   as  they   arere   m    quarantine    for 

chicken  pox.  hut  s.mt.i  Clam  paid  them  i 

.il  visit  and  left  a  parcel  with  each 

On  tin-  14th  <>f  December,  June  and 
Alice,  the  daughter!  of  Brother  and  Bitter 
Starry,  were  bleated  t>y  Ddei  Jea  at  then 
home  In  Bellville 

Evening  service  on  Christmas  Day  was 
in  the  form  of  a  pageanl  with  carols  and 
anthems  BUng  by  the  quartette  and  the 
choir.  Brother  John  Wilson  rendered 
"The  Star  of  Bethlehem,'1  and  other  vocal 
solos  were  sung  by  Elders  Parker  and 
Workman.  Brother  Hugh  Helm  played  a 
piano  solo.  This  was  a  happy  and  holy 
Christmas  for  all  who  were  able  to  be 
present. 

Carole  Reid,  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Robert  Melville  Reid  was  blessed  by  Elder 
Tobler  on  Christmas  Eve. 


IN   SYMPATHY 

We  express  our  sincere  sympathy  to 
Brother  and  Sister  Everton.  of  Port  Eliza- 
beth, at  the  death  of  their  infant  son.  John 
Henry  Everton.  May  the  Lord  bless  them 
in  their  hour  of  need. 

Arriving  at  Cape  Town  for  convention. 
Elder  Fred  K.  Boede  was  informed  of  the 
death  of  his  sister  who  had  been  confined 
to  hed  bed  for  the  past  few  years.  On 
December  17,  Elder  James  D.  Gardner  re- 
ceived word  that  his  brother  had  been 
killed  in  a  railway  accident. 

In  the  true  spirit  of  the  gospel  Elders 
Boede  and  Gardner  accepted  the  sad  news 
as  the  will  of  a  loving  and  merciful 
Heavenly  Father.  To  these  two  mission- 
aries and  their  loved  ones  at  home  we  ex- 
press our  deepest  sympathy  and  pray  the 
Lord  will  bless  and  comfort  them  in  their 
hour  of  loss. 

Passing  out  of  the  shadow 

Into  eternal  day, 

Why  do  we  call  it  dying 

This  sweet  passing  away9 


LADY   MISSION  AKII  s    Kl  (  MM     U  IBM 

IIELOOIII 

For  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  the 
South    African    Mission    two   local    women 

art    serving    together    .is    full-time    mis- 

■ionariefl         Sitter    Yvonne    Matthews  and 
Tfcelmt   Ninow,  both  of  the  Ramah 
Branch,  have  accepted  a  call  from  the  Lord 
to  teach  the  gospel   in  their  native  land 

Prior  to  her  call  Sister  Matth< 
active  in  the  Ramah  Branch  where  she 
s.  rved  as  President  of  the  Y.W.M.I  A.  To 
fulfill  a  mission  has  been  her  greatest  de- 
sire since  the  death  of  her  father.  It  was 
his  fondest  wish  that  his  daughter  might 
be  called  to  the  Lord's  work.  Sister 
Matthews  has  been  working  in  the  Mis- 
sion Office  since  November  4th. 

Sister  Ninow  readily  acknowledges  the 
hand  of  our  Heavenly  Father  in  making 
her  mission  possible.  It  is  her  desire  that 
she  may  be  instrumental  in  bringing  the 
gospel  into  the  lives  of  those  loved  ones 
who  are  not  active  in  the  Church.  Sister 
Ninow  arrived  in  the  mission  field  on 
December  17th.  She  was  active  in  the 
Ramah  Branch  as  a  Sunday  School  teacher 
and  President  of  the  Y.W.M.I.A. 

It  is  expected  that  these  two  young 
women  will  be  of  great  value  to  the  Lord's 
work  here  in  South  Africa.  The  Mission 
Presidency,  elders,  and  members  all  join 
in  wishing  them  the  greatest  success  in 
the  road  ahead. 


CAPE  TOWN  HOSPITALITY. 

The  Mission  Presidency  and  elders 
wish  to  express  our  deepest  gratitude 
and  appreciation  for  the  hospitality 
of  members  and  friends  durinc  our 
Annual  Convention.  Had  it  not  been 
for  your  kindness  our  reunion  would 
not  have  been  possible  Many  thanks 
for  your  generosity  in  providing  us 
with  rooms  and  meals.  None  of  us 
shall  ever  forcet  the  many  considera- 
tions and  bountiful  Christmas  dinners 
we  received  in  your  homes  We  wish 
you  all  a  prosperous  and  happy  New- 
Year  and  pray  that  the  Lord  will 
bless  you  alwavs. 


January.   1950. 


CUMORAH'S  SOUTHERN   MESSENGER 
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TRANSFERS 


The  following  transfers  were  effected 
following  the  Annual  Convention  which 
ended  December  26,  1949: 

Elder  J.  GOLDEN  BARTON— trans- 
ferred from  Bloemfontein,  O.F.S.  District, 
to  the  Mission  Office,  where  he  will  serve 
as  Mission  Historian. 

Elder  WAYNE  D.  BELL— transferred 
from  Germiston,  Transvaal  District,  to 
Durban,  Natal  District,  to  labour  with 
Elder  Fred  K.  Boede. 

Elder  DAROLD  H.  CHAMBERS— trans- 
ferred from  Durban,  Natal  District,  to 
Germiston,  Transvaal  District,  to  labour 
with  Elder  George  W.  Quick. 

Elder  WILLIAM  E.  CHRISTENSEN— 
transferred  from  Bloemfontein,  O.F.S.  Dis- 
trict, to  Sea  Point,  Cape  District,  to  labour 
with  Elder  Gilbert  G  Tobler. 

Elder  DONALD  V.  COOK— transferred 
from  Heathfield,  Cape  District,  to  Bloem- 
fontein, O.F.S.  District,  to  labour  with 
Elder  A.  Mickey  Duncan. 

Elder  GEORGE  E.  D  ALTON— trans- 
ferred from  Southern  Suburbs,  Transvaal 
District,  to  the  Mission  Office,  where  he 
will  serve  as  Mission  Secretary. 

Elder  JAMES  D.  GARDNER— trans- 
ferred from  Pinelands,  Cape  District,  to 
Orange  Grove,  Transvaal  District,  to 
lair  ur  with  Elder  Robert  P.  Thorn. 

Elder  ROBERT  W.  GARDNER— trans- 
ferred from  Pretoria,  Transvaal  District,  to 
the  Mission  Office,  where  he  will  do 
Genealogical  work. 


Elder  DELL  P.  HIGHAM— transferred 
from  the  Mission  Office,  Cape  District,  to 
Port  Elizabeth,  Eastern  Province  District, 
to  labour  with  Elder  Donald  V.  Warner. 

Elder  DALE  G  JOHNSTON— trans- 
ferred from  Sea  Point,  Cape  District,  to 
Durban,  Natal  District,  to  labour  with 
Elder  Kenneth  R.  Curtis. 

Elder  SHELBY  R.  LISONBEE— trans- 
ferred from  Pinelands,  Cape  District,  to 
Springs,  Transvaal  District,  to  labour  with 
Elder  H.  David  Nelson. 

Elder  J.  ERROL  NIVEN— transferred 
from  Rondebosch,  Cape  District,  to  East 
London,  Eastern  Province  District,  to 
labour  with  Elder  Robert  M.  Patrick. 

Elder  HEBER  R.  OLSEN— transferred 
within  the  Transvaal  District,  to  labour 
with  Elder  C.  La  Var  Rockwood. 

Elder  THOMAS  E.  ROBINSON— trans- 
ferred from  East  London,  Eastern  Province 
District,  to  the  Mission  Office,  where  he 
will  serve  as  Mission  Supervisor  of 
Auxiliaries. 

Elder  ALDEN  L.  ROMNEY— transferred 
from  Springs,  Transvaal  District,  to  Heath- 
field,  Cape  District,  to  labour  with  Elder 
J.  Gary  Whiting. 

Elder  NICHOLAS  G  SMITH— trans- 
ferred from  East  London,  Eastern  Province 
District,  to  Ramah,  Transvaal  District,  to 
serve  as  the  Mission  President's  special 
representative  to  the  Ramah  Building 
Committee. 

Elder  NORMAN  E.  STOCKTON— trans- 
ferred from  Rondebosch.  Cape  District,  to 
Bloemfontein,  O.F.S.  District,  to  labour 
with  Elder  Mauray  Payne. 

Elder  G  GAIL  WEGGELAND— trans- 
ferred from  Port  Elizabeth,  Eastern  Pro- 
vince District,  to  Northern  Suburbs,  Trans- 
vaal District,  to  labour  with  Elder  Burnett 
J.  Smith. 

Elder  MORRIS  D.  WILDING— trans- 
ferred from  East  London,  Eastern  Province 
District,  to  Southern  Suburbs,  Transvaal 
District,  to  labour  with  Elder  Lloyd  L. 
Leavitt. 

Elder  JOHN  A  WURSTEN,  Jr.— trans- 
ferred from  Orange  Grove  to  Pretoria, 
within  the  Transvaal  District,  to  labour 
with  Elder  J.  Dale  Reed. 
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GREETINGS    FROM    FRESID1  NT 

Gl  OBGl     OBERT  smith 
During  the  Annual  Convention  al 
(•.,,„   T         i  cable  ■■  "'" 

Smith   :■ 

follows:   '  Affectionafc 
to  missionai  Lee  ol  South  Africa 
now   assembled    In   C  m<i 

through    them    tO    all    Church    mem- 

mpathiaing  friend 
the    Lord    inspire    each   one    to 
;i  worth:  plar  of  the  Saviours 

teachings     You  may  expect  a  visit 

from  tii,  Authorities  at  dedi- 

catory    services     at     Johannesburg. 
erful      wishes      for      a      joyous 
Christina:  tide  and  a  successful  p< 

ful  New  Year." 

At  a  special  meeting  the  mis- 
sionaries unanimously  agreed  to  sup- 
pert  the  Raman  Building  Fund  in 
every    v  ble.      To    strengthen 

their  declaration  the  sum  of  three 
hundred  pounds  was  donated  by  the 
Mission      Presidency,      elders,      and 

sisters.  Elder  Nicholas  G.  Smith  was 
appointed  as  a  special  representative 
to  the  building  committee  and  will 
return  to  Johannesburg  with  the 
money  for  the  fund. 


FOBMEB     sol  Til      AFRICAN     ELDER 

MARRIES    IN   Till:   SAINT   GEORGE 
TEMPLE. 

On  December  21,  1949.  in  the  solemnity 
of    the    Saint    George     Temple,     mai 
vows    were    recited    by     Miss     Enid     Mac 
Arthur  and  Elder  Maurice  Heaton. 

Many  remember  Elder  Heaton  as  an 
enthusiatic.  humble  missionary  who  re- 
cently returned  to  the  U.S.  after  having  re- 
ceived his  honourable  release. 

The  missionaries,  members,  and  friends 
of  the  South  Africa  Mission  congratulate 
Enid  and  Kay  and  pray  that  the  Lord's 
very  richest  blessings  will  accompany 
them  throughout  their  eternal  marriage. 


.,.,  RJ0I   •    .     ^   \|-      pi     X^slsl 

ik\\n\  \  \i    DIgTRM  i 

tnd  Sist.  :    I  R    Vain  and 

i. .mil     b  d  toret  •  U 
dial 

in  the  'i  and 

,     Yarn    will    tOB 

there  they  will  be  able 
in  Branch  affairs. 

the    first    counsellor    in    the   Ml 
•    Yarn  will   be  of 
help  to  '  isvaal  and  an  inspiration 

etS. 


CONVENTION   TIME    IN    <    Ml     TOWN 

(Continue  d  fron 
Wright's   delicious   dinner      The   Cumorah 
Quartett    added    humour    to    the   evening's 
«  nlertamment  by  Singing,  '  ; 

Just  Like  the  Girl  That  Mai 
Curley  Wright."  In  the  true  spirit 
of  Christmas  the  Mission  Presidency, 
consisting  of  Evan  P.  Wright.  Edgar  R. 
Yarn,  and  Daniel  Cheritt.  presented  each 
missionary  with  a  gift.  Other  gifts  were 
exchanged  among  the  elders,  making 
Christmas  1949  very  bright 

Christmas  Day  services  were  condu 
by  the  Cape  District      Under  the  due 
of  Sister  Margaret  C.  Yarn    i  pageant  de- 
picting the  birth  of  the  Saviour  was  pre- 
d    to    Sunday     eveninq     worshippers. 
President  Wright  ope-  meeting  with 

a  most  inspirational  talk  on  the  life  of  the 
Master. 

With   renev  i  mination   the   South 

African    missionaries   left   Ca]  '•    for 

their  various  fields  of  labour  on  Monday. 
December  2ti  The  convention  had  been  a 
heart-warming  experience  not  soon  to  be 

Otten  by  those  who  had  attended.  " 
ing  goodbye  to  his  fellow  missionaries 
President  Wright  reminded  them  that  1950 
was  to  be  a  bigger  and  better  year  in 
Mission  historv.  His  last  words  to  the  de- 
parting elders  were.  "More  tracting  and 
more  copies  of  the  Book  of  Mormon  irAo 
the  homes  of  the  friendly  South  Afr  can 
people." 
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